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Sarcophagus Depicting a Battle between Soldiers and Amazons (Warrior Women)
During the reign of Antonius Plus, the Romans transitioned from cremations to burial in dealing with their dead persons leading to an increased demand for sarcophagi. A sarcophagus is an ancient coffin made of stone with sculpture and inscription carvings. The Romans heavily followed Greek mythology, and prominent members of the Roman society wanted to be remembered in the manner of Greek heroes (Kleiner 215). They took the fundamental principles of the Egyptian sarcophagi and integrated them with Greek mythology to generate a unique piece of art. The Sarcophagus Depicting a Battle, between Soldiers and Amazons (Warrior Women) is one such example. This sarcophagus is a Roman artifact dedicated to a highly ranked Roman soldier. It was built out of marble at the period around 170 A.D. and given to the Agnes Cullen Arnold Endowment Fund in honor of Peter C. Marzio, 2006.35.A,.B (The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston). The scene of the sarcophagus depicts a battle between the Roman soldiers and the female warriors of Amazon. The battle scenes portrayed in the art of the coffin is an interesting one depicting the different kinds of emotions, expression, and symbolism.
It is apparent that the sarcophagus is trying to express the triumph and the immortality of the Roman soldiers in war while at the same time drawing emotions of despondence as demonstrated by the images of the captured Amazons. Since the coffin served as the final resting place for the soldiers, especially their commanders, the art in the sculpture immortalize the courage, vigor, and the aggressiveness that is characteristic of the ancient soldiers. Looking at the overall appearance of the sarcophagus, the exterior design resembles that of the Roman temple as is observed in its top and the lower body. The top follows the complex and carefully ornamented design of the Roman temple borrowed from the ancient Greek culture. For the lower body part, the figures in a battle serve as the principal design. Using artistic elements such as movement and texture that are generated by round-shaped ornaments and wavy lines, the liveliness and the brutality in the art battle is captured.
The sarcophagus is an extraordinary piece with a rectangular shape while the top is like that of a house pointed up like a pyramid resembling a triangular prism. The structure is made of a marble stone with an overall white color, which also looks brown or beige. There are shapes of warriors, soldiers, weapons, and horses. They seem to be in an intense battle where the soldiers are winning; there are several wounded Amazons on the floor, others appear dead, and other damaged (Morris). The triangular prisms at the top have decorations that seem to be that of shells with a circle in the middle. The bottom portion has detailed sculpture designs with the whole art looking like a chest.
The sarcophagus has five columns running downwards from the top with lions head at the tip. Below the columns is where the battle shapes are noticeable while the top is decorated with lion heads a reflection of the ancient symbolism of lions as protective figures, especially in ancient Egypt.  The lion figures seem to be watching the battle from the top and making sure the Romans win the battle or else they come to their rescue (Toynbee 75). There are also fine rows of tiles-like decorations that culminate into the lions’ heads while the tips of the top part are decorated with shield images.
All the four corners of the coffin have an image of a man and woman kneeling and facing down. The men are in a higher position, and they all seem to be praying or seeking forgiveness for the tragic events that have happened in the battle. Their facial expressions suggest they are deeply ingrained and focused on what they are doing. The four corners present the calmest scenes of the battle art, as other areas display violence and ranging actions between two opposing forces. Again, the images in the four corners could be a prediction of the outcomes in the battle. They also seem to be decorated with trophies of the Amazon's weaponry that the soldiers have taken from them with the Amazons kneeling as prisoners of war. The Amazon's hands seem to be bound to their backs.
Three registers with varying heights separate the wraps around the frieze on the coffin. The top one appears thin with an intricate geometric pattern made of a series of circles with window-like indents around each circle. The middle register surrounds the vast perimeter of the coffin, and the battle scene is visible with the Roman soldiers shown in high relief while the Amazons are on the lower side. The bottom register seems to be a woven concentric ring blueprint sitting on a solid base, which is another characteristic of the Roman temple.
The battle scene displays soldiers from ancient Rome and Amazons, the heroic women of the ancient world. The standing figures are the soldiers with short hair, plates of body armor, helmets, and short tunics. The soldiers attack with swords while they have round shields to protect themselves. The Amazons are riding horses, and some of their members are already down, either dead or injured (Achlin).  They are displayed as having long, braided hair and wear highly girdled and seemingly thin, wispy dresses. The waists are sashed, and all of the Amazons appear to be fighting barefoot. Their movement is portrayed by their flying cloaks known as himations from the archaic and Hellenistic periods. They are armed with double-edged axes and spears while they protect themselves with crescent-shaped shields. The soldiers standing positions are elevated from the Amazons and their horses. Their knotted belts signify that they are high-ranking officers in the Roman troops while the presence of slain Amazons and others taken prisoners symbolize a military triumph. 
The clash between the two opposing forces is repeated six times around the sarcophagus. The fallen bodies under the horses are also repeated with the high relief figures depicting the Roman soldiers while the Amazonians are portrayed as the subjects who submit in a losing battle. This kind of repetition signifies that the Roman artists had access to pattern books thus making the sculpture highly intricate. The repeated figures overlap and duplicate in a way that displays a three-dimensional depth, which allows for shadowing when one views the structure from different angles and gives life to the battle portion of the sarcophagus (Kleiner 216). The missing body parts, such as the head of a Roman soldier, also indicates that the Amazons may not have lost the battle all completely; there are victims from both sides, although the effect of the battle is more pronounced for the Amazons.
There is also an interesting note that the figures of the Roman soldiers are visible in a full frontal view with their shields raised in a defensive pose rather than an offense one while the Amazons are in attack position. Each Roman soldier is taking two Amazons. The Amazons are sculptured with less naturalism, and the Soldiers are placed high enough to be at par with the Amazons on their horsebacks. All the Roman soldiers have a similar stance while the warrior women take three repetitive forms. Some are fighting on top of horses. Others are fallen and being trampled below the horses, while others have submitted and taken prisoners (Mayor). Only the fallen and the captured Amazons are displayed in full-front view while the other figures have profile view. The difference in perspective view emphasizes the figures of the Roman soldiers and the Amazons who have submitted therefore stressing the victory of the Romans in the battle.
It is evident that the Roman sculptors successfully employed symbolism and expressive emotions to generate a detailed and exceptional piece of art. The use of marble to make the structure supports the notion that the deceased buried in this casket was someone with immense influence and power in the Roman society. Marble was only available in deserts and remote mountains that were risky due to wild animals and hostile tribes. Therefore assembling marble and building the large sarcophagus structure required a group of skilled sculptors and unlimited time. It is only individuals in high positions in the Roman society would have afforded the capacity for such an art design of a coffin. The sarcophagus is thus a significant symbol in the Roman society for reminiscing their triumph over the Amazons.
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